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LOOKING  AHEAD 

By  President  Harlan  W.  Clark 

During  the  past  four  months  Sister  Clark  and  I  have  had  the  privilege 
of  attending  two  seminars  for  mission  presidents  and  their  wives  —  one  in 
Salt  Lake  City  for  new  mission  presidents,  and  one  more  recently  in  Brus- 
sels for  the  ten  mission  presidents  under  the  supervision  of  Elder  Marion 
G.  Romney.  These  include  the  Scandinavian,  West  European  and  South 
Africa  Missions.  Four  General  Authorities  and  their  wives  were  in  attend- 
ance at  the  Brussels  Seminar  and  all  available  General  Authorities  attended 
some  sessions  at  Salt  Lake  City.  It  was  a  glorious  experience  to  drink  so 
deeply  of  the  fountain  of  knowledge  represented  by  the  combined  inspira- 
tion of  those  conclaves.  1  commented  alter  it  was  all  over  that  if  that  were 
the  end  of  this  great  experience  for  us,  if  the  Lord  or  his  representatives 
should  suddenly  decide  to  send  us  home,  it  would  still  be  the  greatest  thing 
that  ever  happened  to  us  and  would  be  many  times  over  worth  it  all. 

What  impressed  us  most  profoundly  at  both  conferences  was  the  sense 
of  urgency,  the  air  of  expectancy,  the  need  to  get  moving.  Elder  Romney 
and  others  reviewed  with  us  the  awesome  responsibilities  and  the  impelling 
charge  laid  on  us  by  the  Lord  as  set  forth  in  Sections  1  and  42  of  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  and  other  scriptures.  Great  efforts  are  being  made 
to  mobilize  the  resources  of  the  Church  in  meeting  its  challenges  to  bring 
the  gospel  to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue  and  people. 

The  Lord  has  been  patient  with  us  during  the  years  of  growing  pains, 
bitter  persecutions,  the  expansion  westward,  the  establishment  of  the  far- 
flung  missionary  programme,  and  consolidation  of  our  position  by  organiz- 
ing stakes  throughout  the  world.  Great  work  has  indeed  been  done  in  the 
past.  Now.  however,  with  time  running  short,  with  our  miracles  of  mass 
communication  virtually  instantaneous  transportation,  and  millions  of 
faithful  Latter-day  Saints  the  world  over,  the  work  must  roll  forth  with 
unprecedented  speed  and  vigour. 

In  South  Africa,  when  I  was  a  missionary  here,  we  had  one  chapel 
worthy  of  the  name,  and  some  1500  members.  Upon  my  return  I  was 
thrilled  to  see  many  fine  chapels,  a  Stake  of  Zion,  and  an  upward  move- 
ment towards  7.000  members.  So  in  those  three  decades  great  work  had 
been  done.  And  this  is  but  the  beginning,  as  our  presiding  brethren  fore- 
see the  future  of  the  Church  here.  They  talk  of  additional  stakes,  a  temple, 
and  converts  by  the  thousands.  How  do  we  bring  this  about? 

I  am  writing  this  while  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a  plane  at  the  Jan 
Smuts  Airport.  1  have  been  observing  a  tiny  ant  dragging  an  object  15 
times  its  size  across  the  floor.  Such  unrelenting  determination,  such  courage 
and  steadfastness  of  purpose  as  it  encountered  obstacles  and  indentations 
in  the  floor!  It  reminded  me  of  our  task,  our  charge  as  a  Church.  At  the 
Brussels  Seminar,  Elder  Romney  had  us  report  on  the  populations  of  the 
respective  countries  involved  in  the  ten  missions.  It  was  discovered  that  the 
ten  mission  presidents  and  their  missionaries  are  responsible  for  some  122 
million  people,  not  including  the  native  population  of  South  Africa. 

What  we  truly  need  is  the  herculean  strength  and  courage  of  the  ant. 
If  we  would  go  about  our  tasks  with  resolution,  with  whole-souled  com- 
mitment, looking  neither  to  'he  right  nor  to  the  left,  we  would,  like  the 
ant.  succeed  in  moving  the  mountain.  We  would  thereby  assist  the  Lord  to 
bring  about  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  an  infinitely  greater  num- 
ber of  his  children  here  in  this  great  land.  What  is  envisioned  here  is  not 
simply  an  increase  of  a  few  convert  baptisms  per  year  but  rather  an  in- 
crease following  an  exponential  curve  of  proportions  undreamed  of. 

Coupled  with  the  numerical  increase,  by  putting  the  gospel  to  work 
in  our  lives;  by  practicing  the  Christ-like  virtues  of  love,  courtesy,  con- 

(Continued  on  page  288) 
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GROWTH  OF  THE  CHURCH   IN 
AFRICA 


Southern  Africa  is  about  the  furthest  church-organized  area  in  the 
world.  For  over  a  hundred  years  the  people  here  have  had  little,  if  any 
contact  with  the  Church  Headquarters  (outside  of  missionaries)  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  Neither  have  they  enjoyed  the  growing  expanse  which  comes 
after  the  establishment  of  a  Stake  .  .  .  And  yet,  though  gradual,  the 
Church  continued  to  grow. 
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GROWTH  OF  THE 
KINGDOM 


By  Elder  Dan  R.   Lindstrom 


One  hundred  and  seventeen  years 
ago  a  boat  pulled  into  Cape  Town's 
Table  Bay.  Aboard  that  ship  were 
three  of  the  most  important  indivi- 
duals ever  to  set  foot  on  South 
African  soil.  On  the  nineteenth  day 
of  September  in  1853,  three  Melchi- 
zedek  Priesthood  holders  walked 
down  the  plank  to  become  Africa's 
first  contact  with  the  Restored 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Mormon 
missionaries  they  were  called,  and 
Mormon  missionaries  they  were; 
Elders  Jesse  Haven,  Leonard  Smith 
and  William  Walker  gazed  onto 
Cape  Town  with  a  special  kind  of 
excitement.  Along  with  the  thrill  of 
being  so  far  away  from  home  in  a 
place  as  exciting  as  Africa  came  the 
thrill  of  their  special  message  —  a 
message  which  the  citizens  of  this 
land    had    never    before    heard.    A 


message  which  had  been  sent  by 
Jesus  Christ.  Himself;  a  message 
which  had  been  locked  away  for 
years  under  the  blanket  of  apostacy. 

Strangely  enough,  the  message,  as 
important  as  it  was,  never  quite 
created  the  excitement  among  the 
people  that  it  should  have.  In  fact, 
it  was  quite  the  contrary.  As  always 
is  the  case  when  the  Lord  begins  an 
important  phase  of  His  work,  these 
missionaries  were  persecuted  for 
the  claims  they  made  and  suffered 
severe  opposition  in  the  work  they 
had  come  to  do.  And  vet.  persecu- 
tion or  no  persecution,  the  Lord  had 
decided  that  it  was  the  right  time 
to  introduce  His  Restored  Truths 
to  the  people  of  South  Africa  and 
nothing  was  going  to  amend  His 
decision. 
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The  scriptures  are  full  of  similar 
instances  when  man  has  failed  in 
his  attempt  to  change  the  Lord's 
plans.  For  example,  when  the  Lord 
decided  it  was  time  to  free  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  from  bondage,  Phar- 
oah  tried  his  best  to  change  the 
Lord's  mind  and  the  more  stubborn 
the  opposition  was.  the  more  power- 
ful became  the  Lord  in  his  persua- 
siveness. Finally  (as  usually  is  the 
case).  Pharoah  conceded  and  let  the 
Lord  have  His  way  —  at  least  for  a 
day  or  two.  It  has  always  been 
thrilling  to  me  to  think  how  casually 
and  efficiently  the  Lord  destroyed 
the  mighty  Egyptian  army  by  drop- 
ping an  ocean  on  top  of  them  when 
they  decided  that  thev  had  made  a 
mistake  in  letting  the  Lord  have  His 
way. 

Such  was  the  case  in  Southern 
Africa.  There  were  some  who  did 
not  want  to  let  the  Lord  commence 
the  bui'ding  of  His  Church  and  did 
their  best  to  drive  the  missionaries 
out  of  the  land.  All  the  while,  these 
persecutors  never  realized  that  these 
three  elders  had  been  sent  by  a 
prophet;  a  prophet  like  Moses;  a 
prophet  who  gave  instructions 
directly  from  the  Lord  and  held  the 
same  power  and  authoritv  that  God 
had  given  to  Moses.  Six  months 
passed  and  the  missionaries  utilized 
this  power  with  persistence,  prayer, 
fasting  and  a  determination  to  apply 
might,  mind  and  strength  in  serving 
the  Lord.  The  results:  45  new  con- 
verts and  the  begin  of  the  Kingdom 
in  Africa. 

Bit  bv  bit  and  piece  bv  piece, 
the  Lord  is  busy  building  urn  His 
Kingdom.  As  man  is  able  to  better 
understand  and  accept  divine 
guidance.  Christ  adds  more  and 
more  to  man's  knowledge.  Through 
continuous  revelation  man  is  di- 
rected in  what  he  should  and  what 
he  should  not  do.  And  then,  with 
the  Priesthood  aeain  active,  man  is 
authorized  to  perform  according  to 
the  revelations  he  receives.  Tn  this 
wav,  the  Kingdom  of  God  grows 
and  grows  and  grows  .  .  .  line  unon 
line  and  precept  upon  nrecept.  here 
a   little   and  there  a   little. 

Many  times  I  have  heard  people 
say  (usually  people  who  are  strug- 
gling  for   excuses),   "If   God    really 


did  appear  to  a  fourteen  year  old 
boy.  why  haven't  I  heard  about 
it  before  now  7  Why  has  it  taken 
over  a  hundred  years  to  reach  my 
knowledge?  Certainly  if  God  did 
do  such  a  miraculous  thing.  He 
would  want  everyone  to  know 
about  it  .  .  .  why  isn't  your  church 
the  biggest  in  the  world?"  The 
answer  is — give  it  time,  give  it 
time!  Missionaries  then,  as  they 
are  today  and  have  been  for  near- 
ly fifty  decades,  took  this  mes- 
sage throughout  the  world.  The 
Lord  could  have  made  His  Church 
the  most  popular  thing  to  ever 
come  into  the  world  but  he  did  not. 
Rather.  He  flung  open  the  doors 
to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue 
and  people  with  an  invitation  to 
enter.  The  rest  was  up  to  the  indi- 
vidual and  a  thing  called  'free 
agency."  We're  not  here  to  be 
forced,  but  tested.  Our  proving 
ground  is  this  earth  and  our  possi- 
bilities are  unlimited.  Our  capa- 
bilities are  Godlike,  our  reward 
can  be  eternal,  the  rules  are  simple, 
perfect  and  unchangeable  and 
everyone  is  eligible.  The  Kingdom 
is  not  and  never  was  a  popular 
organization.  In  the  establishment 
of  His  Church,  the  Lord  did  not 
hand  out  an  easy  way  of  life .  .  . 
it  did.  in  time,  prove  to  be  a 
better  way  of  life,  but  never  an 
easy  way.  Living  in  the  world  but 
not  of  the  world  is  a  difficult  re- 
quest and  therefore  members  are 
not  converted  by  mass  popularity 
but  by  the  burnings  of  a  testimony 
through  which  God  says,  "This  is 
the  right  way."  That  is  why  the 
Church  is  humbly  small  in  its 
beginnings  and  powerful  in  its 
growth. 

Going  back  nearly  twenty  cen- 
turies we  find  Christ  officiating  in 
His  mortal  ministry.  Many  reasons 
had  brought  Him  to  this  earth, 
one  of  which  was  to  personally 
establish  His  Kingdom.  The  King- 
dom He  established  never  was  a 
"Hit'  amongst  the  old  world  gene- 
rations because  it  taught  a  way  of 
life  contrary  to  their  traditions 
and  a  way  that  just  didn't  seem  to 
coincide  with  their  philosophy  of 
religious  law.  Those  who  did  join 
the  ranks,  did  so  because  of  the 
whispeiings    of    the    Spirit. 
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When  Christ  came,  many  people 
were  looking  for  and  expecting  the 
establishment  of  such  a  Kingdom. 
for  the  learned  ones  of  that  time 
taught  of  a  kingdom  that  was  to 
be  great  and  glorious  from  its 
beginning.  (Possibly  even  at  Joseph 
Smith's  day  some  were  expecting 
the  prophesied  restitution  of  all 
things  in  a  similar  glorious  man- 
ner.) People  wanted  to  see  a  king- 
dom ushered  in  with  the  blare  of 
trumpets  and  armies  with  the  Mes- 
siah at  the  head.  So  when  Christ 
spoke  to  them  He  told  them  that  the 
new  kingdom  they  were  expecting 
would  have  such  a  small  beginning 
that  it  could  be  compared  to  a 
mustard  seed.  He  tells  them,  as 
recorded  in  Matthew  13:31-32, 
"Another  parable  put  he  forth  un- 
to them,  saving.  The  Kingdom  of 
heaven  is  like  to  a  grain  of  mus- 
tard seed,  which  a  man  took,  and 
sewed  in  his  field:  which  indeed  is 
the  least  of  all  seeds:  but  when  it 
is  grown,  it  is  the  greatest  among 
herbs,  and  becometh  a  tree,  so  that 
the  birds  of  the  air  come  and  lodge 
in  the  branches  thereof."  Dr.  Tal- 
rrr.pe  elaborates,  "The  least  of  all 
seeds.  when  well-cultivated  be- 
comes one  of  the  greatest  among 
common  herbs  and  presents  a 
strong  contrast  of  growth  from 
tinv  seed  to  spreading  shrub."  And 
so.  from  the  tiny  beginning,  the 
Kingdom  had  its  introduction  at 
the  time  of  Christ  and  again  at  the 
time  of  Joseph  Smith.  The  Church, 
both  times,  was  small  and  humble- 
fed  with  the  nutrients  of  truth  and 
nurtured  by  the  hand  of  Cod  it 
advanced  from  a  seedling  to  a  huge 
glorious    Kingdom. 

The  mustard  seed  of  truth 
was  planted  in  the  boy-prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  and  from  that  dav 
on  it  began  to  grow  and  grow  and 
grow.  Luke  explains  that.  "No  man 
putteth  new  wine  into  old  bottles: 
else  the  new  wine  will  burst  the 
bottles  and  be  soilled  and  the  bot- 
tles shall  perish.  But  new  wine 
must  be  put  into  new  bottles:  and 
both  are  preserved."  Joseph  Smith 
was  indeed  a  "new  bottle",  un- 
smeared  with  the  false  doctrines  of 
the  dav  and  unmarred  with  a  life- 
time of  binding  traditions.  Within 
this    new     eager    'bottle'    the    Lord 


poured  the  'Gospel';  pure,  full  and 
undefiled. 

Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  yean 
earlier,  the  prophet  Daniel  under- 
stood the  new  Kingdom  when  he 
talked  about  the  stone  cut  out  of 
the  mountain.  The  Kingdom  was  to 
be  an  important  part  of  the  last 
days  as  he  says.  "There  is  a  Cod 
in  Heaven  that  revealetfa  secrets, 
and  makes  known...  what  shall 
be  in  the  latter  days... and  in 
the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the 
Cod  of  heaven  set  up  a  kingdom, 
which  shall  never  be  destroyed  ,  ,  , 
but  it  shall  break  in  pieces  and  con- 
sume all  these  kingdoms,  and  it 
shall  stand  forever."  Just  like  the 
stone  rolling  down  a  mountain 
gains  momentum  and  power  as  it 
goes,  the  fulfilment  of  Daniel's 
prophecy  was  commenced  when 
that  stone  started  rolling  in  1X20 
with  the  first  vision.  (Dan.  2 :  2S-44) 

Certainly  the  Church  never  was 
the  popular  movement  of  the  da\ 
and  yet  almost  mechanically  and 
unwaveringly  it  has  been  stable  in 
its  growth.  The  organization  of  the 
Kingdom  took  place  one  hundred 
and  fortv  years  ago.  Heavenly 
messengers  persona  1 1\  directed  this 
organizational  process  through 
Joseph  Smith,  and  the\  did  a  Per- 
fect job.  because,  as  Daniel  said,  it 
would    never    fall    again. 

In  a  report  on  the  Church's  early 

historv.  W.  E.  Berrett  savs.  "The 
fact  that  the  Mormons  were  animat- 
ed by  a  different  conception  of  com- 
munitv  life  aroused  suspicion,  and 
eventually  persecution,  on  the  part 
of  other  people  who  witnessed  the 
number  in  the  Church  double  and 
redouble  with  amazing  rapidity. 
Ministers  who  witnessed  their  own 
Hocks  dwindle  as  converts  bv  the 
score  moved  away  to  the  Mormon 
settlements,  or  set  uo  a  new  \1o> 
mon  community  in  the  same  locali- 
ty, became  alarmed.  Often  thev  be- 
came embittered  and  active  in  stir- 
ring ur>  feeling  against  the  new  re- 
ligion." This  is  the  way  the  church 
progressed  a  hundred  years  ago. 
What  is  happening  todav  ?  I  re- 
ceived an  interesting  article  which 
appeared  in  a  newspaper  in  Denver 
Colorado  in  the  United  States.  And 
I   quote: 
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Growth  in  Churches  Continues 
to     Decline 

New  York  -(AP)-  For  the  first 
time,  both  Roman  Catholic 
and  most  major  Protestant  de- 
nominations in  this  country  are 
experiencing  declines  in  mem- 
bership. Instead  of  only  a 
slowdown  in  growth,  the  trend 
in  many  cases  has  become  an 
actual    loss. 

"The  falling  olT  has  become 
pretty  general  among  the  main- 
line denominations,"  says  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Johnson.  "The  rea- 
sons are  multiple."  he  says,  in- 
cluding defections  of  young 
people,  slackened  evangelism, 
a  technological-materialist  en- 
vironment and  the  pressures  of 
change.  But  he  sees  glimmering 
of  an  upturn  ahead. 

For  the  moment,  however, 
the  five-year  downward  curve 
in  church  growth  is  at  its  low- 
est point  so  far,  and  has  be- 
come, on  a  broad  front,  out- 
right reversal. 

Only     a     few     major     com- 
munions,   chiefly    the    Southern 
Baptists,  the  Lutheran  Church- 
Missouri   Synod  and   the   Mor- 
mons  have  managed  to   conti- 
nue some  gains,  but  except  for 
the   Mormons,    the   gains   were 
sharply  reduced. 
The   article   did    not   go   on   to   say 
that    in    fact,    the    Mormons    were 
growing    at    an    unbelievable    rate. 
The  Lord  does  not  have  His  mind 
changed   any   easier   today   than    in 
years   gone   by. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  years 
ago,  South  Africa  had  its  seed 
planted  with  45  new  members. 
Surely  if  there  had  been  any  false 


or  fraudulent  assumptions  on  the 
part  of  the  missionaries  for  the  last 
one  and  a  half  centuries,  the  South 
African  and  Rhodesian,  and  Zam- 
bian  and  who  ever  else  is  involved. 
are  intelligent  and  religious  enough 
to  have  detected  and  destroyed 
these  assumptions  by  now.  But,  in- 
stead, look  what's  happening.  Line 
upon  line,  the  Lord's  prophecies 
are  being  fulfilled  and  His  King- 
dom is  growing.  Today  in  the 
South  African  Mission  there  are 
eighteen  branches  and  five  wards. 
There  are  over  a  thousand  Priest- 
hood holders  and  6,215  members. 
And  this  is  just  the  beginning  .  .  . 
a  mustard  seed  will  always  grow 
larger  than  6,215.  Ten,  twenty  and 
a  bundred  times  larger.  Baptisms 
are  on  the  increase  more  today 
than   ever   before,    (see    page   284). 

The  Kingdom  of  God  has  grown, 
is  growing  and  will  continue  to 
grow  simply  because  the  Lord  has 
decided  and  declared  such.  What  a 
blessing  and  a  thrill  it  is  to  live  in 
and  be  a  part  of  this  great  work. 
Just  imagine  what  the  young  people 
in  the  Church  will  live  to  see  and 
participate  in  if  they  remain  faith- 
ful. 

Count  Lee  Tolstoi,  the  great 
Russian  author,  statesman,  and 
philosopher  is  quoted  to  having 
said  during  his  stay  at  a  U.S.  uni- 
versity in  1900,  "There  have  been 
great  movements  started  in  the  past 
but  they  have  died  or  been  modi- 
fied before  they  reached  maturity. 
If  Mormonism  is  able  to  endure, 
unmodified,  until  it  reaches  the 
third  and  fourth  generations,  it  is 
destined  to  become  the  greatest 
power  the  world  has  ever  known." 
How  right  he  was! 
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sideration  and  forgiveness  in  our  homes;  by  being  faithful  and  diligent  in 
our  church  assignments,  we  could  have  a  corresponding  surge  of  spiritual 
power  in  our  midst.  We  could  enjoy  an  era  of  unprecedented  righteousness 
and  joy  in  the  service  of  the  Master  such  as  occurred  among  the  Nephite 
and  Lamanite  nations  following  the  Saviour's  appearance  to  them  after 
his  crucifixion.  I  look  forward  to  being  a  part  of  such  a  happy  and  thrill- 
ing prospect,  and  to  enjoying  with  you  the  fruits  of  our  Father's  approba- 
bation  poured  out  in  abundance  on  legions  of  faithful  Latter-day  Saints 
in  South  Africa. 

HARLAN   W.   CLARK 
Mission  President 
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Growth  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa  requires  a  good 

MEMBER  TO  MEMBER  RELATIONSHIP 

By  Isaac  Swartzberg — Pretoria 

A  latter-day  Saint  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  must  realise  one  fact 
and  that  is:  He  is  a  member  of  the  elect  of  God.  If  you  do  not  believe 
this  then  you  better  start  re-arranging  your  thoughts.  I  intend  no  offence  to 
any  one,  but  I  pray  to  my  Heavenly  Father  that  I  can  write  the  message 
to  you  in  such  a  manner,  so  forceful,  that  it  makes  lasting  impression 
on   you,   the   reader. 

I  know  that  this  Church  is  the  only  true  Church  on  this  Earth.  I 
testify  to  you  of  this  indisputable  fact  with  all  my  heart,  that  I  know 
that  "the  Church  is  of  the  Son  of  God.  I  have  put  God's  Gospel  to  the 
test  in  every  way  possible;  I  can  find  no  flaw  or  inconsistency  therein.  I 
quote   Alma   27:27 — 

And  they  were  among  the  people  of  Nephi  and  also  numbered 
among  the  people  who  were  of  the  Church  of  God.  And  they 
were  also  distinguished  for  their  zeal  towards  God,  and  also 
towards  men;  for  they  were  perfectly  honest  and  upright  in  all 
things;  and  they  were  firm  in  the  faith  of  Christ,  even  unto 
the  end. 
I  also  quote  Alma  27:30 — 

And    thus    they    were    a    zealous    and    beloved    people,    a    highly 
favoured    people   of  thq   Lord. 
Once  we  have  a   burning   knowledge  of  the   truth    of  who  we  say  we 
are  when  we  join  God's  Church   we   can   truly   love   our   neighbours.   As 
said   in   the   Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Sec.    121:45 — 

Let  they  bowels   also   be   full    of   charity    towards    all    men,    and 
to   the   household   of  faith,   and   let   virtue   garnish    thy   thoughts 
unceasingly,     then     shall     thy     confidence     wax     strong     in     the 
presence    of    God;    and    the    doctrine    of    the    priesthood    shall 
distill   upon   thy  soul  as  the  dews  from  heaven. 
Therefore  I  entreat  you  for  your  sake  and  for  the  sake  of  Zion   in  this 
Glorious  country  of  ours,  "that  you  shall  teach  one  another  the  doctrine 
of  the  kingdom."  I  therefore  say  to  you,  respect  each  other,  protect  your 
women  folk.  Honesty  and  charity  should  be  our  byword;  we  must  be  long- 
suffering  and  treat  all  as  Jesus  Christ  would. 

If  we  follow  this  formula  we  will  truly  be  Brothers  and  Sisters.  Our 
example  will  become  a  byword  and  the  Kingdom  in  the  world  in  general 
and   South   Africa   in   particular  will  flourish. 

*  *  * 

Growth  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa  requires  a  good 

MEMBER  TO  NON- MEMBER 
RELATIONSHIP 

"Let  brotherly  love  continue.  Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers: 
for   thereby  some  have   entertained   angels   unawares.''    Hebrews    13:1-2 

When  we  consider  the  challenge — every  member  a  missionary — as  given 
to  us  by  President  David  O.  McKay,  we  find  that  we  are  really  all 
idealists;  we  wait  for  the  ideal  or  "right"  moment  to  share  the  Gospel 
with  our  friends.  The  ideal  moment  seldom  comes,  and  opportunity 
flees. 

We  live  in  the  modern  day  and  age  when  commerce  has  caught  the 
world  by  surprise,  and  this  it  has  achieved  by  means  of  advertising.  The 
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more  and  better  the  advertising,  the  greater  the  success.  A  well  organized 
commercial  business  allocates  a  certain  percentage  of  the  profit  for 
promoting  further  business. 

An  analysis  of  the  cost  of  a  convert  to  the  Church  in  the  South 
Africa  Mission  compared  with  most  other  missions  in  the  world  discloses 
that  we  are  among  the  highest. 

As  members  we  seem  to  lose  sight  of  the  importance  of  our  responsi- 
bilities to  non-members,  friends  and  neighbours.  For  some  reason  we  are 
not  following  the  laws  of  the  commercial  world  by  failing  to  allow  a  per- 
centage of  our  time  to  associates  who  are  not  members. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  many  ways  of  introducing  the  Gospel  to  our 
friends,  the  most  fruitful,  as  has  been  proved  itself  in  most  missions  in 
the  world,   is  the  referral  system  introduced  in    1966. 

For  some  reason  unknown,  the  South  Africa  Mission  has  not  adopted 
this  system  to  the  full  extent.  The  people  of  our  country  are  steeped  in 
the  ways  of  tradition  as  far  as  religion  is  concerned:  "What  their  grand- 
parents and  great  grand-parents  believed  in."  Therefore  we  need  to 
present  ihe  Gospel  whenever  the  opportunity  presents  itself.  It  is  so 
important  that  we  associate  ourselves  with  friends,  neighbours,  acquaint- 
ances outside  our  own  church  activities  in  order  that  we  sow  seeds  of 
Gospel  truths.  It  is  most  essential  that  we  mix  with  friends,  do  more 
charitable  works,  always  display  a  friendly  disposition  and  "invite"  people 
to  be  curious  about  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel. 

In  order  to  promote  better  relationships,  we,  for  example,  should 
remember  the  story  of  Ammon,  his  tremendous  faith  in  the  Lord,  the 
importance  of  his  mission,  the  service  he  displayed,  his  faithfulness,  his 
great  kindness,  the  joy  of  the  Gospel  that  came  into  so  many  lives 
through  the  labours  of  one  man. 

It  is  important  that  we  consider  the  way  in  which  we  conduct  our 
own  lives.  We  will  never  impress  anyone  b\  believing  in  and  possessing 
a  testimony  of  the  Gospel  and  its  teachings  and  then  not  practicing  it 
ourselves. 

Paul,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  says,  "How  beautiful  are  the  feet 
of  them  that  preach  the  Gospel  of  peace  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good 
things."  (Romans   10:15) 

Our  missionaries  do  great  work  in  this  land,  sowing  seeds,  bringing  the 
true  Gospel  to  the  people.  Therefore,  we  should  assist  them  in  every  way 
possible  by  paving  the  way.  so  to  speak. 

We  have  a  great  deal  to  accomplish  in  order  that  we  may  be  called 
"good  shepherds."  We  have  laws  to  live,  lives  to  guide,  habits  to  oxer- 
come.  We  will  be  rewarded  by  having  friends  and  neighbours  notice  that 
we  are  particular  people,  not  peculiar  people.  And  maybe  through 
these  impressions,  one  day  they  may  become  firm,  steadfast  members, 
perhaps  even   leaders  tomorrow. 

In  Matthew,  chapter  5  verse  16.  we  read,  "Let  your  light  so  shine 
before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven."  Heber  J.  Grant  once  said.  "The  accomplishments 
of  our  people  have  been  brought  about  by  pulling  together,  by  teamwork, 
by  absolute  unity  and  co-operation,  which  I  believe  exists  here  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  any  other  community." 

"Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers". 
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Too  many  good  prospects  arc  lost  to  the  Church  through  incorrect 
"•follow  through".  We  should  not  hesitate  in  bringing  the  referral  system 
into  action.  So  often  today  we  find  people  looking  for  something — so 
many  who  are  lonely,  discontented,  confused.  What  opportunities  we 
sometimes  miss  in  showing  a  little  kindness,  friendship,  love  and 
patience ! 

We  must  remember  that  we  appreciate  the  Gospel  and  all  that  it  means 
to  us  in  our  lives,  how  much  joy  it  brings  to  us  now  in  these  troubled 
limes.  So,  it  is  our  responsibility  to  share  the  gospel  with  our  associates, 
so  that  they  too  may  find  eternal   reward. 


Growth  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa  requires  a  good 

MEMBER  AS  MISSIONARY  CONCEPT 

By    Victor    Rawlings — Pinetown 


How  can  we  best  serve  our  fellow  man  who  dwells  in  ignorance  of 
the  restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?  The  adversary  seeks  to  restrain  our 
ell  oris  by  promoting  in  the  minds  of  the  very  people  we  wish  to  serve, 
a  pronounced  prejudice  against  us.  This  he  does  by  trading  on  their 
ignorance  of  our  beliefs  and  standards.  We  need  to  excel  in  all  our 
activities,  both  at  work  and  socially  and  in  carrying  out  the  Church 
programmes.  This  way  non-member  friends  may  see  the  fruits  of  the 
restored    Gospel. 

In  America,  the  Tabernacle  Choir,  the  Hill  Cumorah  Pageant,  the 
Welfare  programme,  and  indeed  the  excellent  leadership  given  bv  mem- 
bers in  science,  medicine,  agriculture,  government  and  business  have 
served  to  disabuse  the  public  mind.  No  longer  can  belligerent  ministers 
oi   religion   hope   to   incite   prejudice   by   trading   on    public   ignorance. 

It  seems  our  duty  in  South  Africa  should  be  to  excel  in  sport,  in 
music,  in  civic  and  community  projects  and  especially  in  building  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Church  programmes.  Our  youth  programmes  are  the 
finest  and  in  our  contact  with  non-members  we  need  to  create  awareness 
iil  their  excellence.  Our  contact  with  scouting  leaders  will  provide  an 
appropriate    channel     for    informing    the     public    of    our    methods. 

Our  homes  will  always  provide  the  perfect  selling  for  demonstrating 
the  Restored  Church  in  action.  Here  the  devoted  saint  max  entertain  his 
friends  and  neighbours  and  introduce  them  to  peace,  comfort,  joy  and 
harmony,  a  natural  product  of  our  faith.  Member  programmes  en- 
courage cottage  meetings  where  ihe  saints  meet  and  discuss  'Christianity  in 
action'  and  entertain  each  other.  Here  we  may  fellowship  friends,  investi- 
gators and  new  converts. 

If  every  Latter-day  Saint  will  use  daily  study  and  prayer  as  an  aid  to 
strengthening  his  bond  with  our  Heavenly  Father,  then  invite  the  Com- 
forter to  help  him  select  the  activities  for  that  day  and  solve  the  problems 
of  the  day.  he  will  soon  find  he  is  'walking  in  the  footsteps'  of  his  Master 
and  Saviour  and  devolping  a  spontaneous  interest  in  his  neighbour. 
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Being  aware  of  our  special  calling  and  the  divine  nature  of  every 
person  we  meet,  we  are  motivated  to  emulate  0U1  Saviour,  seek  out  the 
needs  of  our  I'ellowmen,  then  minister  to  them.  This  is  our  privilege — to 
gain  exaltation  by  ministering  to  each  others  needs.  Clearly,  we  have  as 
great  a  responsibility  to  those  who  are  yet  to  learn  of  the  restoration  as 
we  have  to  those  who  have  already  been  led  to  an  awareness  of  the 
restoration  and  its  consequences. 


And.  it  Came  to  Pass  .... 

Taken    from    an    article    written    by    George    Carey    for    the    Salt    Lake 
Deseret  News  Newspaper 

Genesis    5:25 — "And    Methuselah  lived   an    hundred    eighty    and    seven 

years,   and    begat   Lamech."'   That*s  old    to    have    to    be    going    to    P.T.A. 

meetings!    But   keep   the    187   years  in   the   back   of   your    mind  ...  jot    it 
down   on   paper. 

Now  go  to  Genesis  5:28-29 — "And  Lamech  lived  an  hundred  eighty 
and  two  years  and  begat  a  son:  and  he  called  his  name  Noah." 
When  there  is  that  much  difference  in  father  and  son's  age  there's  got 
to  be  a  generation  gap.  But  add  the  187  (when  Lamech  was  born)  and  the 
182  (when  Noah  was  born  to  Lamech)  and  that  puts  Methuselah  at  369 
when  Noah  was  in  the  cradle  instead  of  the  ark. 

Now  read  Genesis  7:11 — "In  the  six  hundreth  year  of  Noah's  life,  in 
the  second  month,  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month,  the  same  day  were  all 
the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  broken  up,  and  the  windows  of  heaven 
were  opened  and  the  rain  was  upon  the  earth  forty  days  and  forty  nights." 
Translated,  this  means  it  was  really  coming  down — raining  like  it  never 
has  before  or  since.  Noah  had  been  commanded  to  build  an  ark  certain 
cubits   long  and  high  .  .  .  but  you  know  that  story. 

So  by  adding  the  600  (the  age  of  Noah  when  he  set  sail)  to  the  187 
(Lamech  bom)  to  the  182  (Noah's  birth)  and  it  becomes  969  years.  This 
puts  Methuselah  at  969  years  old  when  the  flood  came,   right?! 

How  come  the  people  lived  so  long?  Maybe  it  was  because  they  were 
living  in  the  B.C.  years — before  calamaties.  Now  comes  the  myster\  ' 
Genesis  5:27 — "And  all  the  days  of  Methuselah  were  nine  hundred  sixty 
and  nine  years:  and  he  died."  This  means  that  Methuselah  died  the 
year  of  the  flood.  What  I  want  to  know  is  whether  the  old  gent  died 
early  in  the  year — before  the  17th  day  of  February  or  did  Noah  leave 
"Gramps"  standing  on  the  beach? 

Now  it  is  not  really  too  hard  to  figure  out  about  Noah  not  taking 
Methuselah  on  the  ark  with  him.  Noah's  grandfather,  old  Methuselah,  was 
969  years  old.  He  lived  longer  than  any  man  on  record  which  is  quite 
a  record  in  itself.  Methuselah  didn't  have  much  incentive  to  start  all  over 
again  in  a  new.  uncivilized  frontier  world.  The  last  straw,  though,  was 
the  thought  of  being  cooped  up  for  all  that  time  with  all  those  noisy, 
smelly  animals.  He  just  plain  didn't  have  any  enthusiasm  for  the  whole 
thing  ...  the  mystery  is  how  he  got  himself  out  of  it. 
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THE 

'DOPE- 
ON 

DROGS 


DRUGS 


MORALS 

Mark  £.  Petersen 


1 


Taken  from  the  book  Drugs, 
Drinks  &   Morals,  by   Mark  E.       & 
Petersen  of  the  Council  of  the       S 
Twelve. 

Shakespeare  wrote  about  "a  rose  by  any  other  name.'"  He  knew  that 
names  are  important,  but  not  conclusive  in  identification.  People  talk 
today  about  things  that  "turn  you  on."  It  may  be  an  exciting  type  of 
music,  or  certain  kinds  of  companionship,  or  even  substances  that  take 
you  on  a  "trip.''  Speaking  in  today's  parlance  they  all  "turn  you  on." 
The    immediate   question   that   arises   is:    Turn   you   on    to   what? 

Companionships  can  "turn  you  on,"  it  is  true,  into  either  safe  paths 
or  dangerous  ones,  into  good  life  or  its  opposite.  They  become  junction 
points  having  both  right  turns  and  wrong  ones.  It  is  admitted  that  they 
"turn  you."  always  toward  your  next  step  in  life.  But  what  kind  of  a  step 
will   it  be? 

One  of  today's  greatest  "turner  oners,"  as  the  youngsters  put  it.  is  the 
use  of  drugs.  And  what  do  they  do,  help  you  or  hurt  you?  Thev  can 
send  you  insane!   This  they  have  done  to  thousands  of  young  Americans. 

In  one  state  mental  hospital  admissions  of  individauls  for  emotional 
problems  resulting  from  the  use  of  drugs  have  gone  up  in  a  ratio  of 
one  to  47  in  a  two-year  period.  Another  large  hospital  reports  that  within 
a    year   there    has    been    an    increase    of   400    percent    in    the    number    of 
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youngsters  aged    18  to  20  admitted  with  serious  mental   problems  resulting 
from  the  use  of  drugs. 

Presumptions  on  the  part  of  some  young  people  sometimes  en- 
couraged by  certain  ones  who  claim  some  medical  knowledge — that  mari- 
juana is  no  more  harmful  than  tobacco,  are  proving  to  be  complete!) 
false.  Marijuana,  like  tobacco,  is  habit-forming,  but  it  is  also  destructive 
of  mental  health,  and  can  destroy  the  entire  future  of  young  people 
who  indulge.  The  more  powerful  drugs,  beyond  any  question,  are  causing 
mental  problems  of  such  seriousness  that  some  of  the  patients  may  never 
recover. 

What  makes  teenagers  such  easy  prey  to  the  drug  craze?  Dr.  Victor 
H.  Vogel.  chief  medical  officer  of  the  U.S.  government  hospital  for 
control  of  drugs,  at  Lexington.  Kentucky  says,  "They  are  just  pleasure- 
seeking  kids  who  were  following  the  fashion  of  the  school  or  the 
community  and  tragically  found  that  after  using  drugs  they  had  a 
wildcat  by  the  tail  and  couldn't  let  go.  When  asked  if  they  would  have 
still  experimented  with  drugs  if  they  had  known  they  would  get  'hooked', 
they  said,  'Of  course  not'." 

And  as  Dr.  Robert  V.  Seliger.  noted  fellow  of  the  American  Psychi- 
atric Association,  expressed   it,  "They  didn't  know   the  gun  was   loaded." 

The  testimony  before  the  House  Appropriations  subcommittee  reports. 
"In  a  typical  community  of  150,000  population,  where  3,000  children 
are  born  annually,  one  of  five  will  require  some  form  of  mental-health 
service  and  240  will  be  patients  in  mental  hospitals  in  their  lifetime.  All 
economic  groups  and  all  age  groups  are  involved  in  taking  the  mind- 
expanding  drug  LSD,  but  it  is  falling  off  in  colleges  and  high  schools 
because  of  the  publicity  about  its  dangers." 

Dr.  Seliger  then  asks,  "How  does  a  youngster  become  an  addict? 
Alcoholism  and  drug  addiction  have  this  in  common:  both  begin  with 
the  desire  for  a  cheap  thrill,  a  desire  to  be  one  of  the  crowd.  Most 
alcoholics  began  as  social  drinkers.  Most  youthful  drug  addicts  started 
with  innocent-appearing  marijuana.  Actually,  marijuana  is  as  dangerous  as 
a  pile  of  greasy  old  rags  left  in  the  bottom  of  a  closet.  The  first  'drag' 
on  a  'reefer'  throws  in  the  first  greasy  rag  that  leads  to  the  combustion 
of  heroin.  It  is  because  the  youngster  thinks  he  can  'get  away  with  it.' 
He  wants  a  'bigger  boot,'  thus  making  himself  fair  game  for  the  heroin 
'pusher.'  Perhaps  the  'pusher'  was  once  a  thrill-seeking  kid  like  himself  who 
is  now  an  addict  and  supports  his  expensive  habit  by  selling  dope.  An 
infectious  habit  addiction  INVARIABLY  BEGINS  WITH  ASSOCIATION 
WITH  ANOTHER  ADDICT.  They  are  only  too  glad  to  pass  out  free 
samples  at  first  and  to  jeer  down  any  show  of  reluctance  by  taunts  of 
'chicken'  and  'square.'  By  the  same  false  reasoning,  a  youngster  might 
as  well  be  called  'chicken'  if  he  refused  to  hold  a  lighted  stick  of 
dynamite  or  a  'square'  if  he  could  not  be  dared  into  jumping  out  a  30th 
floor  window.  If  a  youngster  has  only  elementary  horse  sense,  he  will  not 
be  a  victim  in  the  first  place." 

When  a  person  first  begins  to  use  marijuana,  it  produces  an  irritating 
effect  on  the  bronchial  mucous  membranes  and  will  likely  cause  severe 
coughing,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  flow  of  saliva.  With  some  it  may 
induce  feelings  of  exultation  and  increased  strength  with  a  distinct  drop 
in  control  of  the  emotions.  The  smoker  may  begin  to  boast,  dance,  shout 
or  otherwise  act  out  of  control. 

During  this  stage,  which  may  last  for  from  one  to  four  hours,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Seliger,  opposition  or  attempted  restraint  on  the  part  of  others 
may  excite  a  frenzy  in  the  smoker,  leading  to  almost  any  kind  of 
violence.  It  is  well  known,  the  learned  doctor  explains,  that  many  crimi- 
nals often  'prime"  themselves  for  desperate  acts  by  smoking  this  vicious 
weed. 

(Continued  on  page  306) 
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TO  REMOVE  MOUNTAINS 


By    Ora    Pate    Stewart 


A  hired  girl  was  a  necessity 
in  such  a  large  household  as  the 
Lees  maintained  in  New  Mexico 
territory:  hut  a  large  household  is 
usually  too  much  for  the  spirit  of 
a  hired  girl.  Ahout  the  only  solu- 
tion to  the  prohlem  was  to  take  in 
some  "poor  relation""  who  needed 
a  home.  There  were  plenty  of  food, 
bedding,  enough  shoes  to  go 
around,  and  enough  calico  and 
muslin  and  denim  for  adequate 
clothing  to  be  run  through  the 
treadle  sewing  machine.  and 
fancier  fabrics  for  Sunday  best. 
There  were  also  meats  to  cure  and 
cheeses  to  press,  straw  ticks  to  fill 
with  fresh  golden  chaff,  soap  to 
make,  washings  to  do.  and  butter 
to  churn.  There  was  no  getting 
around  it:  There  was  a  mountain 
of  work. 

"Aunt  Inez**  was  always  able  to 
find  a  "poor  relation."  but  as  is 
ever  the  rule,  it  was  always  easier 
to  find  one  who  wanted  a  home 
than  to  find  one  who  wanted  to 
work,  even  with  the  generous  wages 
Father  provided. 

Some  hired  girls  staved  on  longer 
than  others.  They  partook  of  as 
much  of  the  home  as  their  needs 
required,  and  as  much  of  the  work 
as  their  whims  dictated.  In  fairness. 
however,  to  all  working  youth  it 
should  be  said  that  it  can  hardly  be 
expected  of  them  to  realize  the 
importance  of  work  and  the  re- 
sponsibility of  membership  in  a 
good  home.  These  realizations 
come  with  maturity,  and  sometimes 
appreciation  is  left  for  the  years 
o(  reflection,  after  the  souls  who 
have  taken  them  in  are  dead  and 
gone. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Lees  had 
had  a  wagonload  of  company 
arrive,  the  overnight  kind,  and  after 
a  hig  supper  the  hired  girl  had 
gone  into  a  parlour  and  sat  down 
with    the   guests. 

Ne\er  before  had  Ettie  and 
Lavina,  ages  seven  and  nine,  set 
eyes  upon  so  large  a  mound  of 
dirty     dishes.     The     heap     was     a 


mountain  of  work  as  challenging 
as  ever  any  Alpine  pinnacle.  All 
the  courage  drained  out  of  the 
smaller  child,  and  she  went  into 
the  bedroom,  put  on  her  night- 
gown,   and   crawled    into    bed. 

In  ihe  parlour  the  stereoscope 
had  been  passed  around,  and  young 
Marion,  age  eleven,  had  recited  his 
robust  version  of  "The  Wreck  of 
the  Hesperus.''  Now  the  compain 
was  listening  with  the  ear  plugs  to 
the  escapades  of  "Old  Josh"  on  the 
Graphophone.  Father  excused  him- 
self to  see  how  things  were  going 
in  the  kitchen.  He  knew  there  was 
more  there  than  two  little  girls 
could  do.  Lavina  was  dredging 
awa\ . 

"Where    is   Ettie?"   Father  asked. 

"She  go  sick,  and  I  sent  her  to 
bed."     Lavina     defended     loyally. 

Father  started  for  the  bedroom 
door. 

"She  is  too  little  for  such  a  big 
job."    Lavina   added. 

Father  went  into  the  darkened 
room  and  sat  down  upon  the  bed. 
He  felt  for  the  small  lump  that 
was    Ettie. 

"Lavina  tells  me  that  you  are 
quite  sick."  Father  began  sympa- 
thetically. 

"I  don't  feel  too  well."  Ettie  con- 
fessed  weakly. 

"Was  it  something  you  ate?" 
Father  inquired  earnestly.  "Do  \ou 
think  it  was  the  roast  beef?  Or  was 
it  the  Yorkshire  pudding?  I  hope  it 
wasn't    the    gooseberry    pie?" 

"I    just    hurt!" 

"Yes."  Father  agreed.  "I  think 
that  you  hurt  all  right..  That  pile 
of  dishes   even   makes   me   hurt." 

"Oh  Father."  Ettie  whimpered, 
"it  was  just  too  much  for  two 
little  girls,  and  I  just  got  sick.  I 
just   couldn't  do   it." 

"Well.  Ettie.  Lavina  is  doing  it. 
If  it  was  too  big  a  job  for  two 
little  girls,  don't  you  think  it  is  too 
big   a    job   for   one    little   girl?" 

By  this  time  Ettie  had  her  night- 
gown off  and  her  petticoat  on  and 
was    groping    for    her    calico    dress. 
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"Oh.    I     know     that    you    arc    too 

sick  to  do  it."'  Father  sympathized, 
"bul  l  came  to  tell  you  something 

that  I  think  will  make  your 
stomach  feci  much  better.  It  is 
something  that  you  don't  know, 
because  you  were  too  little  to 
remember.  But  your  mother  was 
the  cleanest  woman  that  ever  kept 
a  house.  Her  kitchen  was  spotless. 
No  matter  how  late  the  company 
stayed  your  mother  stayed  up  until 
every  dish  was  washed  and  scalded, 
dried,  and  put  in  the  cupboard. 
Then  she  swept  the  floor,  and  if  it 
needed  it  she  scrubbed  it.  Never. 
as  long  as  she  lived,  did  she  have 
to  get  out  of  bed  in  the  morning 
to  a  batch  of  dirty  dishes  or  a 
messy  kitchen.  1  just  wanted  you  to 
know    that  about  your  mother. 

"You  know.  Ettie,  you  remind 
me  very  much  of  your  mother. 
She  had  eyes  like  yours,  and  she 
was  sweet  and  understanding  and 
unselfish  and  thoughtful  like  yeu. 
I  have  an  idea  that  when  you  grow 
up  you  will  be  very  much  like 
your  mother." 

Ettie  hoped  so.  She  finished 
lacing  her  shoes.  The  sickness  was 
falling  away  and  her  strength  was 
returning  to  fill  the  empty  places. 
She    was    almost    well. 


"I  am  glad  that  \ou  are  feeling 
better."  Lavina  said  as  Ettie  came 
back   into  the  kitchen. 

"Did  you  know  that  our  mother 
was  the  cleanest  woman  who  evei 
lived?"  Ettie  asked  her. 

"Yes."  said  Lavina,  "I  can  re- 
member Mamma.  She  always  smell- 
ed   so   good." 

"If  you'll  do  the  sweeping.  I'll 
scrub."    Ettie    offered. 

Father  peeked  into  the  parlour. 
The  company  was  telling  stories; 
Aunt  Inez  was  rocking  her  sleeping 
child:  the  hiied  girl  was  twisting 
her  hands  self-consciously  in  her 
lap.  Aunt  Inez  would  have  to  teach 
her    how    to    crochet. 

Father  closed  the  parlour  door 
without  the  squeak  of  the  hinge. 

"Would  you  mind  verv  much 
if  1  stayed  out  here  and  helped  you 
little  girls  with  the  dishes?"  he 
asked. 

And  in  no  time  at  all  the  moun- 
tain was  removed. 

The  memory  of  that  night  has 
spilled  its  power  down  through  the 
stream  of  time — and  many  a  moun- 
tain has  given  way  before  its  ir- 
resistable  force.  And  Ettie  Lee  has 
never  had  to  rise  in  the  morning 
to  a  dirty  dish. 


BELLVILLE   BRANCH 


By  Dorathea  E.  A.  Storey 


At  last,  the  long  awaited  per- 
mission to  build  our  Chapel  has 
been  granted  by  the  Bellville  Muni- 
cipallity.  The  site  is  in  a  very 
wonderful  position  as  it  is  situated 
on  a  hill  above  Bellville  and  over- 
looks practically  the  whole  of  the 
Cape  Peninsula.  We  are  all  very 
grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
for  softening  the  hearts  of  those 
in   the  position  to  say  yea   or  nay. 

Our  congratulations  to  Sister 
Luise  Botha  and  her  husband  on 
the  birth  of  their  daughter.  May 
she  be  a  great  joy  in  their  lives. 

On  September  7.  the  MIA  orga- 
nized a  picnic.  This  took  place 
about    80    miles    from    Cape    Town 


on  a  river  bank.  It  was  a  very 
beautiful  spot  and  a  lovely  sunny 
day.  Games  were  enjoyed  by  all 
and  those  who  attended  returned 
to  their  homes  feeling  tired  but 
happy  for  a  day  well  spent. 

We  are  happv  to  announce  that 
the  sponsored  walk  held  on  8 
August  and  organized  by  our 
building  fund  committee  realized 
the  approximate  sum  of  about 
R500.  There  are  still  a  few  sponsor 
cards  outstanding  and  we  feel  that 
when  these  have  eventually  been 
handed  in  that  the  figure  will  be 
well  over  the  500  mark.  Well  done 
for  a   very   short  effort. 
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MISSIONARY    ACTIVITIES 


APPOINTMENTS: 


ELDER    DA VII) 
FISHER— Assistant 


ELDER     SELVOY 
F1LLERUP— West 

K. iikI    District     I  cider 


ELDER    FRED 

GOODSON— Reef 

District    Leader 


ELDER    G\RY 

HARPER— Salisbury 

District    Leader 


RELEASES: 
Oct.  17,  1970 


ELDER    ROBERT  ELDER  RICHARD 

DENNIS— SLC.     Utah  PETERSON 

Redding.    Calif. 


ELDER   CHARLES 

MITCHENER 

SLC.   Utah 


ARRIVALS:  Oct  22,  1970 


ELDER     KENT 
SORENSEN 

Mayficld.    Utah 


ELDER  ROBERT  ELDER   GEORGE  ELDER     PAUL 

ROWAN— Merced.        RICHARD     WOUDEN         MCOLLS— Long 
Calif.  SLC.     Utah  Beach.   Calif. 
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1    FULL  OF  FAITH 

By  Sisters  D.  Storey  and  J.  Goosen.  Bellville 

The  story  that  we,  as  visiting  teachers  would 
like  to  tell  is  one  of  a  great  faith,  great  endurance 
and  perseverance  in  the  face  of  difficulties  and 
disability;  a  heart  as  big  as  herself  and  last  but 
not   least,  a   love   for  her  fellowmen. 

Not    much    is    known    of    the    early    days    of 
Sister    Elizabeth    Mente's    life,    but   we   do    know 
sister  Eii/abeth  Mcnte  that  her  life  has  always  been  one  of  hard  work. 

When  a  young  mother,  Sister  Mente  was  involved  in  a  car  accident  sus- 
taining multiple  injuries  which  included  three  breaks  in  the  right  leg, 
a  broken  pelvis,  another  break  in  the  lower  part  of  the  left  leg,  two 
breaks  in  the  left  arm,  a  broken  hand  and  a  cut  above  and  across  the 
eyes  finishing  up  at  the  hairline.  While  in  the  hospital,  she  contracted 
pleurisy  and  was  very  ill.  The  verdict  of  the  doctor  was  that  she  could 
never  hope  to  walk  again.  At  that  time  Brothers  Raymon  Philips  and 
Jack  Brummer  visited  her  and  administered  to  her  and  as  she  relates  it, 
as  the  prayer  was  being  said,  she  felt  a  shock  (similar  to  that  of  an 
electric  shock)  go  right  through  her  body.  That  was  the  turning  point  in 
her  recovery.  Sister  Mente  spent  nearly  a  year  in  the  hospital  and  her 
courage,  faith  and  determination  was  such  that  she,  'despite  the  doctor's 
verdict'  walks  today  with  one  leg  very  much  shorter  than  the  other  and 
she  walks  without  the  aid  of  a  stick. 

Despite  her  disability  and  her  age,  which  is  over  sixty,  Sister  Mente 
works  continuously  in  her  garden  digging  and  turning  the  ground,  doing 
the  planting  and  even  the  cementing  if  and  when  necessary,  putting  many  a 
young  person  to  shame.  She  arises  at  three  in  the  morning  to  do  her 
baking  and  none  visiting  her  ever  departs  without  a  parcel  of  goodies. 
Last  Christmas  she  invited  every  member  in  the  Branch  to  visit  with  her 
and   every    family    received   a    parcel    of   goodies. 

Sister  Mente  too,  is  very  industrious  in  working  for  the  Relief  Society 
Bazaar  and  does  endless  crocheting  of  articles.  She  lives  many  miles  from 
our  meeting  place  and  has  to  take  the  train  to  attend  all  meeting  and  she 
never  misses  a  Sunday  meeting  although  she  cannot  always  make  it  to 
Relief  Society. 

During  the  winter  months  of  last  year.  Sister  Mente  and  her  husband, 
who  incidently  is  not  a  member  of  the  Church,  lived  in  a  tent  while 
their  little  cottage  was  being  built.  Undaunted,  this  faithful  sister  would 
sit  and  continue  her  crochet  work  by  candle   light. 

At  the  beginning  of  August,  the  Branch  had  a  sponsored  walk  as  a 
building  fund  project.  Sister  Mente  entered  for  this  twelve  mile  walk  and 
people  sponsored  her  as  much  as  two  rand  per  mile.  Little  did  they 
know  of  the  faith  and  sheer  determination  and  grit  of  this  sister.  Needless 
to  say,  she  walked  the  full  twelve  miles. 

There  are  many  such  incidents  that  we  could  relate:  things  that  we  as 
visiting  teachers  have  observed  in  our  journeyings.  The  faith  and  the 
example  of  this  sister  has  impressed  us  so  much  that  we  would  like  every- 
one to  know  that  when  we  have  the  light  of  truth  in  us  and  we  serve 
the  Lord  willingly.  His  spirit  will  always  be  with  us  and  that  He  will 
bless  us  as  He  has  this  sister.  We  feel  it  a  blessing  and  a  privilege  to  be 
the   visiting   teachers    of  this    sister. 
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Your  Ward 

and 

Branch  Activities 


J 


WELKOM  BRANCH 

By    A. 

The  Gold  and  Green  ball  was 
held  bv  the  MIA  this  past  month 
and  it  proved  to  be  a  great  success. 
Special  thanks  must  be  given  to  all 
those  who  worked  so  hard  to  make 
the  dance  the  great  event  that  it 
was. 

Relief  Society  held  a  cake  sale  at 
which  thev  were  able  to  net  a  good 
profit  due  to  the  hard  work  of  the 
sisters  who  gave  so  freely  of  their 
time  and  talents. 

We  were  honoured  this  past 
month    by    a    visit    from     President 


Gilburt 

and  Sister  (lark  whom  we  met  for 
the  first  time  since  the  commence- 
ment of  their  Mission  in  South 
Africa..  Words  of  wisdom  and  in- 
spiration were  given  to  us  h\   them. 

A  progressive  dinner  was  held 
by  the  Relief  Society  to  enable 
them  to  raise  funds  for  their  trip  to 
(ape  Town  in  November.  The 
Sisters  for  this  month  have  also 
arranged  a  variety  show  and  we 
are  all  eagerly  looking  forward  to 
the  event 


DURBAN   BRANCH 

By   Veron 

The  Saints  in  Durban  were  thrill- 
ed at  the  opportunity  which  was 
ours  of  hearing  and  meeting  Elder 
LeGrand  Richards.  Our  Chapel 
was  packed  to  capacity,  and  had 
opened  up  through  to  the  hall  to 
accommodate  our  members  and 
Friends. 

Our  Gold  and  Green  Ball  was 
held  on  Saturday  26th  September. 
The  theme  for  the  Ball  was 
"Japanese",  and  we  would  like  to 
compliment  the  Granthams.  Daub- 
neys,  Travis's.  Graham  Botha  and 
all  the  members  who  worked  every 


ica    Doller 

night  on  the  decorations,  as  the 
hall  was  truly  magnificent.  We  were 

happv  to  have  so  many  Pieter- 
maritzburg  members  join  us.  and 
all  agreed  that  it  was  a  splendid 
affair. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  are 
looking  forward  to  going  down  to 
Cape  Town  to  meet  and  receive 
instruction,  along  with  the  rest  of 
the  sisters  throughout  South  Africa 
while  attending  the  Relief  Society 
Convention.  The\  are  also  very 
busy  working  for  our  fete,  which 
will  be  held  on  the  30th  and  3 1st 
of  October. 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH 


We    regret    to    report    tw  o 
serious    accidents     in     the     Branch. 
Brother    Sheldon    Coleman    lost    the 


By    Dawn   Owen 

very       sight   of  his   right   eye   through   an 


accident  with  an  air-gun.  The  other 
casualty  was  Brother  Edward  Smith 
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who  was  shot  through  the  neck 
while  on  the  rifle  range  doing  his 
army  training.  Our  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  the  parents  of  these  two 
young  men  and  we  pray  for  their 
speedy     return     to     health. 

Sister  Nella  Herbert  has  proceed- 
ed to  Durban  with  her  famik  for 
special  medical  consultation.  She 
has  been  ill  for  some  months  with 
no  improvement.  We  pray  for  her 
quick   recovery. 


We  are  glad  to  report  the  return 
to  hcilth  of  Sister  Johanna  Fourie 
who  has  now  returned  to  (  ape 
Town. 

Open  house  this  month  was  a 
great  success  with  main  visitors 
The  same   two   films  were  shown. 

Welcome  home      to      President 

Isaac    and  his    wife.    Sister    Peggv 

after    their  six    weeks'    sojourn    in 
England. 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

By  Iris 
In  September  the  East  London 
Branch  enjoyed  a  quiet  and  rainy 
month.  The  spring  rain  gave  the 
whole  of  East  London  a  beautiful 
green  dress. 

On  the  14th,  the  Relief  Society 
gave  a  surprise  stork  party  for 
sister  Roux  at  her  house.  All  the 
women  just  turned  up  in  front  of 
her  door  with  some  beautiful 
presents  for  the  new  member  of  the 
Roux  family. 

At  the  last  weekend  in  September 
the  whole  Branch  was  glad  to  have 


Muller 

the  Human  family's  company  who 
had  come  for  a  short  holiday  from 
Welkom.  A  lot  of  greetings  and 
news  were  exchanged. 

On  the  27th,  the  Primary  took 
over  the  Sacrament  Service.  They 
had  a  wonderful  progiamme  show- 
ing us  what  they  all  learn  during 
their  lessons  and  the  beautiful 
songs  they  are  taught.  It  was  an 
evening  the  grown-ups  will  not  for- 
get for  a  long  time.  Well  done. 
Primary,  and  special  thanks  for  the 
teachers  for  all  the  work  they  put 
into  it  to  make  it  such  a  success. 


SALISBURY  BRANCH 


By  Jean  Bean 


September  has  been  an  exciting 
and  busy  month  for  Salisbury 
Saints.  During  the  month  8  new 
members  were  baptized  into  the 
church;  Sister  "Tony"  Mann, 
Brother  Paul  Crow,  Sister  Con- 
stance McLinton,  Bros.  David 
Parry,  Gordon  Mann,  and  Peter 
Ellis  (from  Umtali)  and  Sisters 
Glendyr  and  Theresa  Mann,  and 
the  Salibury  Saints  wish  all  these 
lovely  brothers  and  sisters  joy  and 
happiness  in  their  service  to  the 
Lord. 

Two  babies  were  also  blessed 
during  the  month;  baby  Mark 
Craig  Thwaits  was  blessed  by 
Brother  Alf  Frost  and  Liza  Wain- 
wright  by  her  father. 

"Primary  Portraits"  held  on 
Sunday  evening  13th  September 
was  beautifully  done  and  everyone 
thoroughly  enjoyed  it.  Saturday 
morning  19th  September  saw  a  hap- 
py  crowd   of   Relief  Society   sisters 


busy  selling  knitted  articles,  toys, 
jam  and  marmalade  and  a  lovely 
assortment  of  cakes  outside  one  of 
the  stores.  The  amount  made  from 
this    sale    was    most    rewarding. 

At  Sacrament  service  on  20th 
September,  the  following  Primary 
children  received  awards — Sisters 
Linda  Stevens  for  3  scriptures  and 
1  attendance.  Debbie  Pinnick  for 
attendance,  Bros.  Rodney  Pinnik 
for  the  4th  Article  of  Faith  and 
Peter  Wainwright  for  the  8th 
Article  of  Faith. 

On  Monday  evening.  21st  Sep- 
tember, a  delightful  and  successful 
Primary  Daddy-Daughter  dinner 
was  held.  The  theme  for  the  even- 
ing was  "A  Tropical  Rhodesian 
Evening",  and  the  dinner  was  cold 
meats  and  a  variety  of  salads 
served  by  9  daughters  to  8  daddies. 
At  the  end  of  the  evening  sister 
Una  Bull  was  presented  with  a 
lovely   posy  as  a  sign  of  love  and 
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appreciation    before   she    leaves    for 
Bulawayo   in    December. 

MIA  on  Friday  evening.  25th 
vSeptember,  was  'Talent  Contest" 
for  MIA  members  and  the 
audience  was  enthralled  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  programme. 
There  were  9  acts,  and  these  con- 
sisted   of    singing,    solo,    duet,    and 


folk  group,  hoop  r\thm  dancing 
and  a  number  of  other  acts.  I  hesc 
were  all  |udged  by  Bro.  Chris 
Gordon  (  arroll  and  Sister  Joyce 
Garden.  The  judges  had  a  \er\ 
hard  time  choosing  the  winners,  but 
eventually  Bro.  Alf  and  Sister  June- 
Frost  and  Sister  Sue  Black  were 
declared   the   best    performers. 


JOHANNESBURG  2ND  WARD 

By  Hope   Minne 


We  all  know  very  well  that  if 
you  do  not  progress,  then  you 
either  stand  still  or  retrogress.  Well 
there  does  not  seem  much  to  re- 
port from  the  Johannesburg  2nd 
ward,  but  I  am  sure  we  are  pro- 
gressing. The  auxiliaries  are  all  in 
lull  swing  but  are  not  doing  any- 
thing spectacular  at  the  moment. 
Relief  Society  is  very  busy  and  a 
bit  anxious  on  account  of  the  Ba- 
zaar at  the  end  of  November  and 
actions  stations  have  been  called 
so  that  this  the  last  fund  raising 
function,  will  be  a  rousing  success; 
the  sisters  hope  that  everyone  will 
come  in  and  help.  The  Bazaar  is  to 
be  held  in  an  outside  hall  and  we 
want  the  general  public  to  have  a 
very    good    example    of    what    the 


Mormon  sisters  can  do.  A  \er\ 
interesting  and  entertaining  evening 
was  held  on  26th  September  when 
the  Visiting  Teachers  held  their 
Convention.  The  theme  was  "Sugar 
and  Spice  and  all  thinks  nice"  and 
it  certainly  lived  up  to  that  descrip- 
tion, even  to  the  corsages  presented 
to  the  100%  Visiting  Teachers 
which  were  made  of  sweets  and 
were  temptingly  appetising.  What 
ingenious  ideas  the  sisters  do  have. 
It  was  interesting  to  note  that  Jo- 
hannesburg 2nd  had  the  second 
highest  number  of  100",,  teachers 
and  we  hope  to  increase  our  num- 
bers during  the  coming  year.  We 
congratulate  Dennis  and  Joy  Robb 
on  the  birth  of  a  daughter — just 
what  they  wanted — and  what  a 
lovely  girl. 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

By  Beatrice 

It  was  with  reverence  that  the 
Chapel  filled  on  the  evening  of  2nd 
September  to  hear  the  message 
brought  by  Elder  LeGrand 
Richards.  This  was  undoubtedly  a 
District  Conference  Extraordinary! 
There  were  talks  by  the  District 
President,  Brother  Keith  Hubert, 
by  Mission  President  Clark  and 
Elder  LeGrand  Richards  himself. 
Every  heart  thrilled  as  Elder 
Richards  pronounced  a  blessing 
upon  the  Saints  assembled  on  this 
occasion.  Not  an  eye  was  dry  as 
the  congregation  left  the  Chapel. 
Thanks  to  the  Choir  and  all  others 
who  assisted  in  making  this  a  most 
memorable    evening. 

Brother  Gerald  and  Sister  Marie 


E.   Smith 

Wiffin  and  their  family  have  moved 
to  the  Bellville  Branch.  We  shall 
miss  them  at  "Cumorah"  as  they 
were  active  in  service  for  the  Lord. 
With  trumpets  sounding  and  pen- 
nants fluttering,  merrymakers  enter- 
ed the  tilting-court  of  the  Castle 
Cumorah  (recreation  hall  to  you) 
to  take  part  in  the  annual  Gold 
and  Green  Ball.  This  was  a  beauti- 
fully transformed  place.  On  the 
walls  were  coats  of  arms  and  pic- 
tures of  knights  in  armour  together 
with  their  favre  ladyes — not  for- 
getting their  gallant  steeds.  This  was 
indeed  a  "Knight  to  Remember." 
The  University  fencing  club  staged 
a  floor-show  of  sword  play,  that 
was  indeed  exciting.  "En  garde,  and 
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have  at  you"  were  calls  that  en- 
chanted onlookers.  There  were 
heralds  and  trumpeters,  jesters  and 
master  of  ceremonies — all  to  add  to 
the  medieval  atmosphere.  Good 
music    and     delicious     refreshments 


turned    the    "kniph t"    into   a    "night 
not    to    be    forgotten." 

Brother  George  and  Sister  Louise 
Sturt  and  their  family  have  moved 
to  Kcnilworth,  which  brings  them 
much    closer   to    the    Branch. 


JOHANNESBURG  WARD 


By  Gina  McAlpine 


On  the  18th  September  the  an- 
nual Gold  and  Green  Ball  was  held 
and  had  as  its  theme  Shaft-4,  A 
Ciold  Mine.  Guests  had  to  bend 
almost  double  to  get  into  the  hall 
through  a  really  authentic  iooking 
tunnel.  This  together  with  a  real 
coco  pan,  pictures  depicting  mining 
scenes,  skyline  of  Johannesburg,  a 
wooden  "mine  prop"  in  the  centre 
of  the  floor,  and  a  low,  black  ceil- 
ing helped  to  create  an  effective  at- 
mosphere. Half  way  through  the 
evening  the  floor  show  was  herald- 
ed by  the  distant  throbbing  of 
drums — and  then  in  they  came, 
complete  with  police  escort  and  fur 
bits  around  their  legs — real  mine 
dancers.  They  treated  us  to  a  hectic 
15  minute  performance,  and  as  a 
grand  finale,  stomped  a  hole 
through  the  floor — no  mean  feat 
considering  they  weren't  even 
wearing  shoes. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  Visit- 
ing Teachers  Convention  arranged 
by  the  Stake.  We  also  would  like  to 
welcome  our  new  Relief  Society 
Presidency  consisting  of  Sisters 
Anne  de  Wet.  Jackie  Samuel  and 
Carol  Dav  and  wish  them  success 
and  joy  in  this  opportunity  they 
have  of  serving  the  Lord,  and  to 
thank  Sisters  Rose  Calteaux. 
Dorothev  Rudolph  and  Rhoda 
Robinson  for  the  fine  work  they 
did  in  the  Relief  Society. 

Congratulations  to  Chris  and 
Solveig  Robb  on  the  birth  of  their 
little  daughter  who  was  born  on 
9th  October.  She  has  been  named 
Karolvn    Ingrid. 

On  the  week-end  of  the  9th  and 
10th  October  the  Stake  organized 
a  girls'  camp  for  the  Beehives,  Mia 
Maids  and  Laurels  which  was  well 
represented  bv  our  ward.  The  girls 
were  to  leave  for  Meerdale  on  Fri- 


day afternoon  at  5  PM  and  true  to 
tradition,  the  rain  came  down  in 
buckets  from  early  afternoon.  But 
not  to  be  deterred  the  camp  went 
on  as  planned.  That  evening  many 
a  mother  glanced  anxiously  at  the 
sky  and  sighed  as  she  put  on  an 
extra  jersey,  while  fathers  sat  com- 
placently waiting  for  the  'phone  to 
ring'  and  pleas  of,  "Daddy,  come 
and  fetch  me.  I'm  cold."  But  our 
girls  are  made  of  stern  stuff,  and 
survived  the  rigours  of  the  weather. 
Brother  Dell's  cooking  and  Brother 
Keys'  tent  inspections,  and  return- 
ed on  Saturday  afternoon  cla- 
mouring for  'another  camp'  and 
soon. 

On  the  15th  October  we  had  a 
musical  evening  with  a  difference 
in  MIA  arranged  by  Maire  Robin- 
son during  which  she  played  us  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  music.  We  then 
heard  piano  and  guitar  solos.  Later 
it  was  announced  that  we  were  to 
be  honoured  by  the  appearance  of 
Russian  Ballet  dancers  at  present 
touring  with  Pact,  who  were  going 
to  dance  the  Dying  Swan.  Robb 
Webb  and  Ensor  Transfeldt  minced 
onto  the  stage,  the  latter  clutching 
a  gladioli  between  his  teeth  which 
at  a  later  stage  of  the  performance 
was  transferred  to  the  teeth  of  the 
other  "swan".  Act  1  ended  with 
Robb  leaping  dramatically  into  the 
arms  of  Ensor,  and  both  retiring 
into  the  wings  with  an  earth  re- 
sounding crash.  Act  2  featured  a 
great  deal  of  staggering  around  by 
one  swan  who  finally  came  to  rest 
on  his  knees,  giving  a  few  pathetic 
flaps  of  his  wings,  attended  by  the 
other  one  who  fluttered  anxiously 
around  him.  The  performance  end- 
ed with  a  deafening  roar  of  ap- 
plause and  shouts  for  "more". 
(Bellville  Branch,  see  page  296.) 
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"I'm  imuicl  in  -,i\  thai  I've  never  been  late 

foi  Priesthood  meeting r,  care  for  .1 

pici  e  ol  toast?" 


"I  took  a  course  in  speed  reading  and 
learned  to  read  straight  down  the  middle  of 
the  page  I  was  able  to  go  through  the  Book 
Of  Mormon  in  20  minutes.  It's  about  wars." 


'  lhi<  iv  ihe  longesl  meeting  ever!  1  v«  nevei 
drawn  12  pit  lures  before 


1  in  happ)  1  found  you 
ithei  Hawkins. 
I  see  you're  read)  to  go 
pl.n  goll  Well   1  won  1  ijU 
more  than  .1  few  minutes 


.ink    r.'.|iiir.'v 

attendance  at  MIA,  firesides 
and  all  games  plus  Saturday 
afternoons  and  twn  weeks 

.it  SCOUl  <  amp 


A.-  need  .1  new  leader  in  th<- 
.ml  to  1 *»  ordinate  "in  youth 
tivities  M>  counselors  agree 
iiti  me  thdi  there  i*  ont> 

v\ho  1  an  meet  Ihtv 

hallenge 


nil. 


<r~^, 


id  sure  you  will  agree  wilh 
ii-  th.it  your  neighbor  (  hai 

the  man  tor  the  |oh 
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Records  Protection  in  an 
Uncertain  World 

One  gasoline  bomb  thrown  at  an  archive  during  a  spontaneous  riot  or 
in  a  spirit  of  mad  revenge  may  ravage  priceless  records  that  can  never  be 
replaced.  A  hurricane  may  blow  devastatingly  across  a  continent's  coastal 
regions  or  a  typhoon  may  attack  an  island.  A  sudden  night  fire  caused  by 
a  defective  heating  system  may  make  ashes  of  records  that  have  been 
handled  with  tedious  care  for  hundreds  of  years.  Vandals  may  pillage  a 
parish  church  and  dump  priceless  record  books  in  a  field  to  be  destroyed 
by  the  elements.  A  riot  or  revolt  caused  by  political  agitators  may  lead  to 
the  burning  of  a  library's  precious  collection  in  the  city  square.  And 
threatening  still,  as  in  all  ages  of  mankind,  are  destructive  wars. 

The  need  for  safeguarding  the  world's  vital  records,  original  manu- 
scripts, histories,  biographies,  and  other  genealogical  records  has  long 
plagued  mankind.  Where  and  how  can  records  find  security  from  destruc- 
tion by  the  elements,  the  ravages  of  time,  and  the  destruction  of  man? 

There  is  a  way  —  and  millions  of  pages  of  records  are  presently  being 
stored  safely  and  securely.  By  means  of  microfilming  —  a  photographic 
reproduction  process  —  copies  of  original  documents  are  being  made  in 
every  corner  of  the  earth.  To  be  lasting,  the  copies  must  be  preserved 
under  ideal  storage  conditions  in  an  area  offering  complete  protection 
from  the  violences  of  earth  and  man. 

High  in  the  rugged  Rocky  Mountains  of  Western  North  America, 
such  a  storage  facility  has  been  constructed.  Protected  beneath  hundreds  of 
feet  of  solid  granite  and  high  above  the  valley  floor,  safe  from  spring 
floods,  a  genealogical  storage  complex  has  been  built  by  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Safe  storage  is  now  being  provided  for 
millions  of  microfilm  copies  of  priceless  vital  records. 

The  Geanealogical  Society  of  the  Church  is  engaged  in  one  of  the 
most  active  and  comprehensive  genealogical  programmes  ever  known  to 
the  world.  Microfilming  is  part  of  this  multimillion  dollar  genealogical 
operation.  Microfilm  photographers  are  filming  records  daily  in  locations 
the  world  over.  Nearly  half  a  million  rolls  of  microfilm  have  been  accu- 
mulated thus  far.  and  several  thousand  new  rolls  are  being  processed  each 
month. 

Exploratory  work  for  the  storage  facility  began  in  1958.  First,  a  500- 
foot  core  tes^  was  drilled  into  the  solid  granite  mountain  at  the  selected 
vault  site  to  insure  that  the  rock  structure  was  sound  and  the  water  see- 
page controllable.  The  test  proved  successful,  and  an  exploratory  tunnel 
was  excavated.  Active  construction  began  in  1961,  and  by  the  end  of  1965 
the  project  was  completed. 

The  protection  the  vault  affords  cannot  be  equalled  in  an  outdoor 
structure.  There  is  nearly  300  feet  of  solid  granite  above  the  vault's  labora- 
tory and  office  area  and  700  feet  above  the  six  huge  vault  storage  rooms. 
The  storage  area  has  three  access  tunnels  faced  with  heavy  bank  vault  doors 
and  encasements  that  are  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  shock  of  the  most 
powerful  atomic  bombs,  unless  a  direct  hit  were  encountered.  The  large 
door  in  the  centre  tunnel  weighs  over  14  tons,  and  the  narrower  doors  in 
the  east  and  west  tunnels  each  weigh  nine  tons. 

The  natural  temperature  in  the  storage  area  is  57  to  58  degrees  Fahren- 
heit all  the  year  round,  regardless  of  the  heat  or  cold  outside  the  moun- 
tain, the  natural  humidity  is  always  40  to  50  per  cent.  These  conditions  are 
perfect  for  microfilm  storage. 
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To  circulate  fresh  air  in  the  storage  area,  special  equipment  has  been 
installed.  A  machine  conditions  the  air  taken  in  to  agree  with  the  natural 
conditions.  Air  is  brought  in  by  fans,  then  passed  through  filter  bags  which 
eliminate  dust,  smoke,  chemicals  or  fall-out  particles.  Fresh  air  passes  into 
the  storage  area  through  air  valves  above  the  west  tunnel  door  and  out 
through  valves  above  the  cast  door.  These  spring-loaded  valves  will  close 
automatically,  making  the  storage  area  air  tight  if  a  blast  should  occur  on 
the  outside. 

For  emergency  power  a  diescl-driven  electrical  generator  has  been  instal- 
led. This  unit  starts  automatically  when  the  power  from  the  outside  is  cut 
oil. 

At  the  end  of  the  centre  tunnel  is  a  water  reservoir  which  provides  the 
vault's  water  supply.  The  water  comes  from  a  point  beyond  the  storage 
area  further  back  in  the  mountain.  Tests  prove  the  water  to  be  pure  and 
well  suited  for  the  processing  of  film  and  for  drinking  needs.  The  present 
flow  of  8.700  gallons  per  day  —  2,700  gallons  in  excess  of  the  daily  require- 
ments —  eleminates  the  need  to  bring  water  in  from  the  canyon  stream  out 
side. 

In  the  reservoir  room  the  bare  granite  wall  can  be  seen  showing  the 
solid  condition  of  the  rock.  The  tunnels  are  lined  with  eight-guage  steel 
with  18  inches  of  concrete  grout  between  the  steel  lining  and  the  granite 
walls.  The  floors  are  double  concrete  layers  with  a  waterproof  membrane 
between. 

The  vault  has  more  than  65.000  square  feet  of  floor  space.  There  are 
six  huge  vault  rooms,  each  with  the  capacity  to  store  885,400  one-hundred- 
foot  rolls  of  35  mm  microfilm.  Each  roll  contains  between  1.300  to  2.000 
pages,  and  usually  from  three  to  six  large  volumes  are  copied  on  a  single 
roll.  Specially  constructed  microfilm  cabinets  are  used  to  house  the  boxed 
film,  and  a  power  lift  built  to  vault  specifications  provides  access  to  the 
stacks  of  cabinets.  The  total  vault  capacity  —  the  equivalent  of  over  25 
million  300-page  volumes  —  can  be  expanded  if  necessary  through  further 
excavation.  One  hundred  years  of  The  London  Times  taken  up  less  than 
two  drawers  of  storage  space. 

The  vault's  modern  microfilm  laboratory,  consisting  of  specially  con- 
structed equipment,  processes  microfilm  using  the  newest  techniques. 
Because  of  its  contributions  to  the  microfilm  field,  the  laboratory  is  looked 
to  for  leadership  by  many  companies,  private  individuals  and  government 
offices  in  developments  pertaining  to  microfilm  processing  and  storage. 

After  being  developed,  incoming  film  from  field  photographers  is  care- 
fully inspected  to  insure  quality,  and  retakes  are  requested  when  film  does 
not  meet  quality  standards.  After  passing  inspection,  each  film  is  cataloged 
according  to  standard  library  procedures.  The  cataloging  afTords  quick 
access  to  records  merely  by  checking  the  Library's  card  catalogue. 

The  Genealogical  Society  Library  in  downtown  Salt  Lake  City .  Utah, 
maintains  a  microfilm  vault  containing  positive  prints  of  each  roll  in  the 
vast  collection.  The  Library  has  several  hundred  microfilm  reading  mach- 
ines available  to  the  public  for  use  in  genealogical  research. 

The  microfilming  programme  of  the  Genealogical  Society  was  initiated 
in  1938  and  is  expanding  each  year  as  archivists  of  church,  municipal 
county,  and  state  record  repositories  become  aware  of  this  undertaking  and 
recognize  its  value. 

Upon  request  and  according  to  planned  schedules,  the  Genealogical 
Society  microfilms  records  at  no  cost  to  repositories.  In  addition,  a  positive 
copy  of  the  microfilmed  records  is  donated  to  the  repository  for  the  privi- 
lege of  microfilming.  The  positive  copies  can  thus  be  used  in  place  of  the 
original  documents  if  desired.  Regardless  of  care,  original  records  deteri- 
orate if  frequently  handled.  By  using  the  microfilm  copy  for  ordinary  use 
and  for  research,  this  deterioration  of  the  original  record  can  be  prevented. 
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A  complete  index  of  what  has  been  microfilmed  in  the  repository  is  fur- 
nished to  facilitate  use  of  the  film. 

The  Genealogical  Society  can  provide  additional  positive  copies  at 
cost  whenever  they  are  requested.  If  anything  should  happen  to  the  reposi- 
tory's original  records  or  microfilm  negatives  stored  in  the  mountain,  can 
be  reproduced  into  new  original  copies  again.  Additional  copies  are  avail- 
able only  to  the  repository  in  possession  of  the  records  filmed.  The 
Genealogical  Society  does  not  market  microfilm  copies  and  will  furnish 
copies  only  as  directed  by  the  concerned  repository. 

It  is  the  desire  and  goal  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  to  gather  and  preserve  copies  of  the  world's  genealogical  informa- 
tion recorded  through  the  ages  in  one  central  storage  area  where  the  copies 
will  be  safe  from  the  ravages  of  nature  and  the  destructions  of  man.  Now. 
after  more  than  25  years  of  careful  thought  and  planning  and  nearly  five 
years  of  active  construction  work,  these  worthwhile  purposes  are  being 
realized.  After  an  expediture  of  nearly  2  million  dollars,  the  vault  con- 
struction is  now  complete. 

Each  day  cameras  are  clicking  in  archive  repositories  the  world  over 
—  the  microfilm  processing  reels  are  spinning  and  the  magnificent  complex 
machinery  is  in  motion.  With  an  efficient,  business-like  approach,  the  vital 
records  of  the  world  are,  page  by  page  and  book  by  book,  being  stored  up 
as  priceless  treasures,  securely  protected  in  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 


THE  "DOPE"  ON  DRUGS  (Continued  from  page  294) 

The  second  stage  in  using  marijuana  may  with  some  people  take  the 
form  of  illusions  of  sight  and  hearing.  Dr.  Seliger  said  that  in  this 
condition,  because  their  sensory  systems  are  highly  stimulated,  they  may 
describe  beautiful  things  they  imagine  they  are  seeing  or  hearing,  so  far 
out  of  their  minds  are  they. 

But  Dr.  Seliger  explains  that  all  of  this  is  then  followed  by  a  period  of 
deep  depression  which  may  result  in  loss  of  balance,  staggering,  and 
numbness  ending  in  a  long  sleep.  Smoking  marijuana  definitely  prevents 
proper  perception  and  distorts  time,  distance,  and  sound.  Continued  use 
usually  will  bloat  The  face,  make  the  legs  tremulous  and  weak,  and  cause 
both  mental  and  moral  degeneration. 

'"Now  let  us  take  a  brief  look  at  heroin,  a  present  day  terror  of  youth. 
This  drug  is  five  times  more  potent  than  morphine.  As  we  have  previously 
indicated,  heroin  carries  with  it  so  much  danger  of  addiction  that  physi- 
cians no  longer  prescribe  it  and  its  manufacture  or  sale  in  the  United 
States  is  forbidden  by  law.  This  dangerous,  enslaving  drug  (heroin)  pro- 
duces a  severe  physical  craving  for  more  of  it  and  at  the  same  time  makes 
its  user  a  destroyer,  a  killer,  a  committer  of  almost  any  crime." 

Doctor  Seliger  goes  on  to  say,  "Heroin  is  so  terrible  in  its  elfects  that 
physicians  have  hesitated  even  to  talk  about  it  or  to  write  about  it, 
yet  suddenly  (especially  in  some  large  cities)  it  becomes  easy  for  young 
people  to  purchase  it  in  many  neighbourhoods,  especially  near  schools. 
Let  us  again  quote  Dr.  Vogel.  "without  exception,  the  teenage  addicts 
first  smoked  marijuana  more  or  less  intermittently  for  a  period  before 
becoming  curious  as  to  the  effects  of  sniffing  heroin,  which  suddenly 
became  highly  recommended  for  pleasure  use.'  Since  marijuana  and 
heroin  are  with  us  despite  all  of  the  laws  forbidding  the  sale  or  use  of 
either,  the  time  seems  to  have  come  when  physicians  and  others  must  at 
least  mention  dangerous  and  illegal  narcotics  if  they  are  to  be  successful 
in  asking  young  people  to  use  common  sense  when  a  "friend'  suggests  to 
them  or  'dares'  them  to  'take'  a  few  puffs  on  a  "reefer."  Sound  information, 
good  home  training,  and  this  plain  common  sense  can  do  more  than  all 
laws  to  prevent  the  spread  of  youthful  addiction." 
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Dear  President  Clark: 

Much  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  three  new  magazines 
to  be  published  in  English  by  the  Church  for  children,  youth  and 
young  adults,  and  adults.   The  present  magazines  published  in 
English  by  the  auxiliaries  and  other  organizations  will  be  ter- 
minated with  the  issues  of  December  1970. 

The  discontinuance  of  these  magazines  is  baaed  upon  the 
premise  that  the  three  new  magazines  will  more  adequately  serve  the 
English  speaking  members  of  the  Church.  Among  the  magazines  to  be 
discontinued  is  the  "Millenial  Star."  At  a  meeting  of  the  First 
Presidency  and  Council  of  the  Twelve,  it  was  decided  that  the 
publication  of  "Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger",  published  by  the 
South  Africa  Mission  should  also  be  discontinued,  to  be  consistent 
with  the  decisions  made  regarding  the  "Millenial  Star"  and  other 
Church  magazines.   Of  course,  the  Mission  would  continue  to  issue 
its  abbreviated  message,  reviewing  their  activities,  in  the  form  of 
a  bulletin. 

Because  of  the  long  distance  bweteen  us  we  have  not  had 
the  opportunity  to  discuss  this  matter  with  you  but  we  believe 
you  will  concur  in  this  decision  and  encourage  your  people  to  become 
readers  of  the  three  new  publications  of  our  world  wide  Church. 


Sincerely, 


THETlRST  PRESIDENCY 
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THE   END  OF  AN   ERA 

It  is  with  mixed  feelings  that  we  announce  the  cessation  of  our  vener- 
able mission  magazine.  With  the  December  issue,  the  forty  three  year  old 
Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger  comes  to  an  end.  Much  of  the  history, 
romance  and  lore  of  the  South  Africa  Mission  have  been  recorded  in  its 
pages.  Many  of  us  will  experience  pangs  of  nostalgia  and  a  tug  of  the  heart 
strings  as  we  recall  events  in  our  lives  coupled  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  mission  during  those  forty  three  years,  as  reflected  by 
the  CSM. 

Most  of  you  are  well  aware  of  the  recently  announced  changes  in 
Church  publications  --  the  discontinuing  of  The  Era,  The  Children's 
Friend,  The  Instructor,  the  Relief  Society  Magazine,  and  mission  publica- 
tions as  old  and  traditional  as  the  Millenial  Star.  Three  new  magazines 
correlated  under  the  Priesthood  will  replace  them  for  the  adults.  The 
Ensign  of  the  Church;  for  the  youth  and  young  adults.  The  New  Era;  and 
for  the  children.  The  Friend.  So,  pursuant'to  the  letter  of  instructions  from 
the  First  Presidency  (above),  the  CSM  is  also  a  casualty.  We  encourage  all 
to  subscribe  to  the  new  publications  and  keep  abreast  of  the  exciting  events, 
the  vital  instructions,  and  the  inspirational  material  which  will  be  dis- 
seminated  for  our  spiritual  well-being. 

Those  requesting  a  refund  of  the  remaining  or  unused  portion  of  their 
subscriptions  will  please  send  to  the  mission  office  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope,  together  with  an  indication  of  the  number  of  months  remaining. 

—  THANK  YOU 
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They  Speak  for  Themselves 

If  you  are  not.  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  then  you  are  a  member  of  a  real  non-prophet  organization. 

*  *  * 

On  a  very  quiet  afternoon  the  Nose  said:  "See,  the  Lips,  always  the 
best  of  friends,  have  parted."  "Yes,  I  see,"  replied  the  Eye,  "Words  have 
come  between  them.' 

*  *  * 

That  which  is  good,  we  pay  for  before  we  get  it.  That  which  is  bad 
we  pay  for  after  we  get  it  and  the  price  is  always  higher. 

*  *  * 

One  of  the  illusions  is  that  the  present  hour  is  not  the  critical,  deci- 
sive hour.  Write  it  on  your  heart  that  every  day  is  the  best  day  in  the 
year.     —  Emerson. 

*  *  * 

Primary  teacher:  "now,  Johnny,  what  do  you  think  a  land  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey  would  be  like?"  Johnny:    "Sticky!" 

Don't  brag.  It  isn't  the  whistle  that  pulls  the  train. 

If  you  tell  the  truth  you  don't  have  to  remember  anything. 

—  Mark  Twain 

*  *  * 

Remember,  when  the  banana  leaves  the  bunch,  he  always  gets  skinned. 

*  *  * 

"You  take  another  mouthful  like  that,"  said  the  stern  father,  "and 
you'll  leave  the  table."  "Another  mouthful  like  that.  Dad,  and  I'll  be 
through,  anyway." 

*  *  * 

When  you  need  a  helping  hand,  try  the  one  at  the  end  of  your  arm. 

When  the  teacher  asked  Johnny  what  George  Washington  was  noted 
for,  he  surprised  her  by  replying:  "His  memory."  "Why  do  you  think  his 
memory  was  so  great?"  she  inquired. 

He  replied:  "Well,  they  erected  a  monument  to  it  didn't  they?" 

*  *  * 

Faith  without  works  is  dead.  The  new  army  recruit  was  in  perfect 
combat  condition  and  turned  to  his  sergeant  and  said,  "Where's  my  fox- 
hole sir.  I*m  ready  to  fight!" 

The  sergeant  replied.  "Your're  standing  in  it." 

*  *  * 

If  a  guitar  is  out  of  tune,  no  matter  how  correctly  you  play  the  chords 
the  result  is  still  a  worthless  sound.  Such  is  praying. 

Catch  a  man  a  fish  and  ye  have  fed  him  for  a  day.  Teach  a  man  to 
fish  and  ye  have  fed  him  for  life. 
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